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Improvements made, but more needed to bridge gap
From page 1
Reflecting on Saturday’s results and the year

in general, club president, Royston Nettleton,
told the Snowy River Mail that Saturday’s sen-
ior football result demonstrated “how much
better we’ve got to get”.

“We’ve done a lot of hard work and we need
to do more hard work,” he said.

Nettleton thanked everybody for their 
support, particularly the commitment of the
players.

“Most of the players we bring back to Orbost
to play are local kids, football and netball.”

Looking ahead to grand final day, Nettleton
said it was a big occasion for the club to have
two sides competing, including in the top
grade of netball for the first time in eight years.

“They’ve got a chance because they are in it,
now we just need to get around the girls as a
town and support them. Get along to Bairns-
dale on Saturday and support both sides,” he
said.

Speaking of the mix of players in the “A”
grade side, Nettleton said it was reflective of
the club. 

“Younger players right through to mothers
who have boys playing junior football or who
will have girls playing netball that are going to
be the future of our club,” he said.

“Our club is not just footy, it is a club for
everyone.

“Our football club is very good for a lot of
other people; it’s a good place to be.”

Hattie Seal, who coached the club to its only
other “A” grade netball grand final post-merg-

er (2009, non-playing, and lost to Lindenow),
said at the start of the year the girls “were hop-
ing to go better than we did last season”.

“We made the first week of finals this year
and now we have got past that stage, now we’d
love to take it out,” Seal told the Snowy River
Mail on Monday.

“If we can win it would be the first senior
premiership for the club since merging, either
football or netball, so it will be pretty big for
the club.

“It’s the first time we have played in a grand
final since 2009. I was non-playing coach back
then and we have three girls from that team
that are still playing – Gemma Barnes, Kirsty
Herbert and Erin Russell (Hall) – and our team
manager now, Katie Pearce (Wait) played
then.

“They are really excited about the 
opportunity.

“We have a well-balanced team on and off
the court, the girls get along really well. 

“We have youth in Karina (Robinson) and
Georgia (Heyne) travelling back from 
Melbourne each week, which we haven’t 
had in the past, and we have a good mix of 
experience.

“They (Lindenow) have probably been to-
gether as a team a little longer than us, but I’m
happy with how we’re working now we have
our full team.

“I’m nervous and I’m sure the girls are nerv-
ous as well, but we just have to acknowledge
those nerves and don’t let it overshadow the
experience of playing in a grand final, because

it’s exciting.”
“C” grade coach, Belinda Borley, said her

side has had “a really good year with a good
mix of youth and experience that led us to fin-
ish on top”.

“It has been a really enjoyable year,” she said.
“If everyone does their job we should do

pretty well. Fingers crossed everything goes to
plan,” Borley said.

“We lost last year in the grand final and that
is still a bit raw, but we will focus more on our
game and try to play the way we want to play.
We will just be approaching the grand final
like any other game.“

After Saturday’s games, the club will return
to the social rooms at Lochiel Park. Presenta-
tion night will be held on Saturday, September
16, at the clubrooms from 6.30pm.

Top state gong for Beware Reef friends
Volunteer group, Friends of

Beware Reef, received a presti-
gious award at the Victorian
Landcare Awards at Govern-
ment House last Friday.

Represented by Don Love, John
Ariens and Parks Victoria ranger,
Mike Irvine, they were awarded
the Coastcare Award.

Over the past 15 years this
small band of dedicated divers
has made hundreds of boat trips
offshore to conduct underwater
surveys of marine life at Beware
Reef Marine Sanctuary near
Cape Conran, and many other
sites. Their learnings play an im-
portant role in assisting Parks
Victoria understand and protect
the marine environments.

They also work closely with
Coastcare Victoria staff who
have assisted with funding for
field work and publications. In
return they are generous with
their knowledge, producing iden-
tification books and posters and
freely giving their time for pre-
sentations at Coastcare events.

Their commitment to the ma-
rine environment and the volume
and scope of the work they have

undertaken is truly outstanding.
Another amazing demonstration
of volunteer contributions to sci-
ence and the environment.

The group is now automatically
entered in the National Landcare
Awards.  

East Gippsland Catchment
Management Authority has sent
a big congratulations to all of the
nominees in this year’s Victorian
Landcare Awards.

East Gippsland was well repre-
sented in the awards with five
nominees; including Eastwood
Landcare Group, Friends of Be-
ware Reef, the Gunaikurnai Land
and Waters Aboriginal Corpora-
tion, Mick and Cindy Robinson,
and Ann Robson.

CMA chief executive officer,
Graeme Dear, said “it’s fantastic
that we are able to celebrate the
achievements of our Landcare
and community groups like this,
particularly during National
Landcare Week”.

“We acknowledge the level of
commitment shown by all those
working to improve both our en-
vironment and agricultural 
productivity.”

East Gippsland, and in particular Orbost and district, was well represented at this year’s State Landcare Awards
at Government House in Melbourne last Friday. (PS)


