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Landcare grants open
Applications are now open for Community Grants across East Gippsland under the
National Landcare Programme (NLP),
funded by the Australian Government.
Member for Gippsland, Darren Chester, said
proposals for projects are invited from Landcare, farming groups and other community
groups.
“East Gippsland boasts an impressive list of
Landcare, farming and community groups

who understand the needs of their environment and their communities,” Mr Chester
said.
“I encourage interested people to submit
their project ideas for funding consideration.
East Gippsland CMA coordinates the process
and supports local hard-working volunteers. It
has a solid reputation in managing projects
that protect natural assets and environmental
values across the region.”

Advertising guru Dan Gregory (centre) spoke to Bairnsdale business operators at the
recent Small Business Festival annual breakfast on Wednesday. PICTURED: Joanne
Toohey, guest speaker, Dan Gregory, and Karen Tough.

Dan drops business hints
come to work and are disengaged with the business and
the patrons. If staff were more
engaged, particularly with
customers, businesses will do
better.
“We must understand our
customers are becoming more
resistant in the western world
so we have to find more interesting ways to engage our customers. The way we make
money is fundamentality
changing,” he emphasised.
“Business must develop a
culture of the willing - good
enough, is no longer good
enough.”
“It is the age of opportunity,
you must know the business
you are really in, if you are in
retail, them sell them what
they really want to buy. People
are concerned these days how
a business will reflect on them
when they trade, and business
needs to deliver experiences
no like no one else can deliver.
“Everyone needs to listen
when people complain and
make the complainant matter,
that is the way to sometimes

turn business around.
“Be prepared in your business to stand out: we need to
be more creative, to think
about what can make you different, find out what everyone
hates about your industry. Your
businesses are about storydoing rather than storytelling,
build on your cash-flow, know
where to hunt for the development of your business and go
for the easy wins.”
A concluding question from
the audience asked Dan how
he would market East Gippsland, to which he replied
eloquently.
“I would use the language the
people use: people are selfish,
scared, and stupid, so I would
look for the benefits of the region as a holiday and commercial area.”
Mr Gregory’s inquiry as to
whether their was a plane to
the area, or perhaps a train,
was met with good-humoured
laughter by locals.
“I had a look around the area
yesterday and it’s an amazing
place!”

A bargain in every store
Lifeline Gippsland chief executive officer,
Claire Davis, is urging the community to
get behind National Op Shop Week this
week until August 27.
“Every Lifeline Gippsland shop is celebrating the week and I would encourage the local
community to support our cause and bag a
bargain,” Ms Davis said.
“We have op shops in Churchill, Lakes Entrance, Moe, Morwell, Sale, Traralgon and
Wonthaggi.
“We only receive 12 per cent state government funding and our op shops generate a
large proportion of the rest.”
“Not only can we sell you something unique
but we are also ready to welcome donations of
quality saleable items such as clothing, books,
plants, bric-a-brac, electrical goods and furni-

ture in good working order.
“This will help Lifeline Gippsland raise
more funds to support our work in the community.
“Larger donated items such as furniture and
white goods can be picked up by our trucks
and volunteers.
“Spring is a perfect time for people to clear
their wardrobes of clothing and other items no
longer required and still in good condition,
and donate to their local Op Shop.
“To de-clutter your wardrobe and donate to a
charity Op Shop is a great way to help others
as well as the environment,” Ms Davis said.
All proceeds raised support our 24 hour 13
11 14 Crisis Support Line and assist with running other vital programs that help our Gippsland community each year.

National Landcare Programme
Community Grants 2016-2018
The East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (EGCMA) is calling for project
proposals for the: National Landcare Programme (NLP) Community Grants
Funded by the Australian Government.
Applications are invited from eligible groups, Landcare
groups and networks, and community-based groups to
undertake a range of projects that help protect the local
environment and deliver more sustainable agriculture.
Applications close 25 September 2016. For further details
on funding guidelines and an application form, please visit
www.egcma.com.au/what-we-do/349. For further
information, please contact: Carolyn Cameron, Community
Projects Officer, East Gippsland Catchment Management
Authority, ccameron@egcma.com.au or 5150 3852.
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Bairnsdale Regional Health Service acting environmental services manager, Sandra
Holland, and head chef food services, Cameron Penwill, were manning the Cytotoxic
Awareness Week stand at the hospital on Wednesday last week. Staff from oncology,
pharmacy, risk and safety, nursing education and environmental services staff at BRHS
came together to raise awareness about cytotoxic chemicals / waste and how to handle
it. They set up an information stand that ran throughout the week and aimed at
dispelling myths such as ‘you can be exposed to cytotoxic substances just by being in the
same room as a cancer patient’ (you can’t)! Cytotoxic waste is the by-product of
cytotoxic drug therapy administered to patients (such as chemotherapy). Staff and
BRHS visitors were invited to fill out a survey and in return were treated to a purple
cupcake, donated by the food services team. (PS)

Repairs ‘being considered’
Reconstruction of two kilometres of the
Stratford-Maffra Road are ‘being considered’ by the State Government.
Having raised the condition of the road in
State Parliament and the need for surface improvements, Member for Gippsland East, Tim
Bull, said he was pleased to be advised by the
Minister that two sections are being ‘considered for funding’.
“While there is no guarantee as yet, I would
certainly hope the requests I have made on behalf of the community are listened to and the
considerations lead to the work being done,”
Mr Bull said.
“I do a lot of travelling around the electorate

and of all the roads that are used by strong
traffic volumes, I would have to say from my
perspective, it is the stretch most in need of an
upgrade.
“In his response, the Minister has advised
that two sections of the road, approximately
two kilometres in length, had been identified
for reconstruction.
“The road has well over 100 patches along its
stretch of six to seven kilometres and crumbling shoulders in several locations.
“It is pleasing to know it is on VicRoads’
radar for works, the objective now is to get
it completed as soon as possible,” Mr Bull
said.

V/LINE SERVICE CHANGES

COACHES REPLACE TRAINS
ON THE GIPPSLAND LINE
Due to track improvement works,
coaches will replace all Traralgon
and Bairnsdale trains to and from
Melbourne on Saturday 3 September
and Sunday 4 September.

Allow
an extra
50 mins

To check times and for more information
visit vline.com.au, call 1800 800 007
or follow us on Twitter @vline_gippsland
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Well known Australian ad
man and frequent guest on
ABC’s The Gruen Transfer,
Dan Gregory, addressed
members of the Bairnsdale
business community on
Wednesday morning at the
Bairnsdale RSL, as part of
Small Business Victoria’s annual celebration of business.
The business breakfast was
co-ordinated by the East Gippsland Shire, with all in attendance commenting that the
speaker was first class, delivering very insightful information
for local businesses.
“I think we are entering an
entrepreneurial age where I believe we need to think more
creatively about our businesses,” Mr Gregory said.
“Change for many businesses
is being driven by the internet
and many of us are changing
the way we are doing business.
The way we seek real estate,
the way we hunt the net, we
are seeing a rising disengagement of the consumer.”
Dan went on to explain that
20 per cent of the workforce
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