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Brodribb boat facility
needs your feedback

Mohit to
skill up
Local doctor, Mohit
Sharma, has been accepted into a national
program that allows
him to remain in the
local community while
at the same time gaining additional knowledge and skills in specialist general practice.
This is great news for
the Orbost community,
ensuring that much needed medical skills and expertise continue to be
available locally.
Funded by the Federal
Government Department
of Health, the Remote
Vocational
Training
Scheme (RVTS) provides fully supported
training services for rural
and remote doctors
wanting to further specialise in general practice. The primary focus
of the RVTS program is
to retain GPs in rural and
remote areas.
Dr Patrick Giddings,
RVTS chief executive
officer, explained that
“doctors who train with
us gain access to the latest advances in rural
general practice without
having to leave their patients and move to another centre”.
“Many GPs work as
solo practitioners and in
locations where the medical services would be
substantially compromised if they were required to undertake specialist GP training away
from their community,”
he said.
“We know that without
our support, many doctors may have had to
leave to pursue career
advancement.”
Around one-third of the
Australian population
lives in rural, regional
and remote areas and it is
well recognised that they
don’t enjoy the same access to health services
and health related infrastructure as those who
live in cities. Increasing
the numbers of health
professionals in rural and
remote areas remains an
ongoing focus at both
Federal and State levels.
Dr Sharma is one of 32
doctors who have been
accepted into the RVTS
program this year, joining more than 120 other
doctors currently in the
program.
“I am really grateful
that I can stay here in Orbost, supporting my
community and my patients, but at the same
time I have access to
high levels of support
and training, delivered
remotely,” Dr Sharma
said.

A work crew from Moogji Aboriginal Council will be planting along the
Snowy River near Orbost for the next fortnight. (PS)

Revegetation benefits
The lower Snowy
River
floodplain
continues to benefit
from
revegetation
works being undertaken by the State
Government.
Graeme Dear, chief
executive officer of the
East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority, said the authority has engaged Moogji

Aboriginal
Council
work crews to riverbank
rehabilitation
work for more than a
decade.
A crew of six is currently planting 12,500
plants at a number of
sites along the Snowy
River close to Orbost,
including the Marlo
Road.
The plants have all

been grown locally at
Newmerella, with seed
sourced from the local
area, and will help
protect the waterway
from the impacts of
future flood events
and encourage biodiversity along the iconic
river.
Please take care when
you see their work
vehicles.

Input for flood strategy
The East Gippsland Catchment
Management Authority (CMA) has
been holding public forums to gain
input on the draft East Gippsland
Floodplain Management Strategy
(EGFMS).
The strategy is a 10-year plan for the
management of floods and floodplains
across the region.
The meetings, held in Orbost and
Bairnsdale last week, discussed planning schemes, minimising damage to
valuable agricultural land and the need
to raise community awareness of

floods.
Large-scale actions across the region,
such as improving telecommunications and road linkages to facilitate
movement of locals and tourists out of
flood affected areas were also areas of
focus.
CMA chief executive officer, Graeme
Dear, said the key to the success of the
strategy is working with communities
and agency partners, such as the East
Gippsland Shire Council and VICSES
to implement actions that help minimise the impacts from flooding.

An information session to show the
community draft plans for the Brodribb River boating facility upgrade
will be held in Marlo next week.
This meeting follows one last month
that was not widely advertised by
council, yet was regarded as a ‘public’
meeting.
At the time, council said it was awaiting the outcome of a grant application
to the Victorian Government under the
Boating Safety and Facilities Program,
and “pending the application outcome,
the project scope could involve replacement of the existing single lane
boat ramp with a new dual lane ramp,
floating jetties and solar lighting”.
At the time input was sought from
Marlo Ratepayers Association, Marlo
Coast Guard and Marlo Angling Club
representatives.
This week, East Gippsland Shire

Council said it plans to complete the
upgrade this year to support the growing interest in recreational angling in
the region, although grant money is yet
to be secured.
In 2013 East Gippsland Shire Council
developed the Marlo Foreshore Management Plan, which identified a new
dual lane boat ramp and jetties at Brodribb River as a high priority.
Council has budget allocated funding
in the current financial year to start
working on the priorities identified in
the foreshore management plan. This
funding has been used to support a
grant application that has been submitted to the Victorian Government.
People not able to attend the meeting
can view the plans and give feedback
online at the shire website.
Feedback closes Monday, June 12, at
5pm.

Main Beach sewer works
This Monday, June 5, will see work
start on a major upgrade to a sewage
pumping station at Lakes Entrance
on the Main Beach side of the footbridge.
This upgrade is designed to increase
the storage capacity at the pump station, to meet the needs of tourists, nearby businesses and the local surf life
saving club well into the future. It is
expected to be completed by early July.
The work will be undertaken close to
the toilet block, which will remain in
operation while the project is underway. Access to Main Beach will not be
impacted, though visitors may notice
equipment and plant moving along the
90 Mile Beach, between Eastern Beach
and Main Beach, to access the work
site.
Importantly, the storage will increase
the capacity of the local sewer network. This will be particularly beneficial at times of high usage such as

when there are major beachside events,
or during excessive rainfall by helping
to ensure that the efficiency and
reliability of sewerage services are
maintained.
East Gippsland Water managing director, Bruce Hammond, said all customers in the immediate vicinity have
been contacted in advance and the timing of the project is designed to minimise any inconvenience.
“Any disturbed land will be carefully
reinstated after the works are completed,” he said.
“We would like to thank nearby
businesses, the surf life saving club
and the public for their patience and
cooperation.”
The installation of the storage tank is
part of a $12 million program of investment in capital projects that the water
corporation is committed to for the current financial year across the East
Gippsland region.

Volunteers from the Nungurner Landcare Group, Lakes Entrance Community Landcare Group and the East Gippsland Rainforest Management
Network came together at Hansen’s Bay in Nungurner last weekend to help restore the remnant rainforest there. Funding from the State Government’s
Victorian Landcare Grants Program enabled 150 seedlings to be planted and special cages installed to keep browsing deer away. The next working bee at
Hansen’s Bay will be on Sunday, June 11. Further details can be obtained by contacting Louise Avery. (PS)
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