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Trust ‘more than a job’ for retiring Helen
Helen Fitzpatrick, the
Bairnsdale Cemetery Trust
secretary for 19 of its 27
years, was thanked for her
dedication and excellent
work at a farewell dinner
on Wednesday night.
The trust was established in
1990, with Helen appointed
secretary in 1998.
“In other words Helen has
filled that role for two-thirds
of the trust’s existence,” trust
chairman, Darren Goodman,
said.
“During that time she has
been the public face of the
trust as she dealt with the citizens that we represent and
many of the managerial issues that arise from day to
day. Often the people that
Helen served were grieving
the loss of a loved one and
they were always treated
with compassion, understanding and the utmost
respect.
“I have long been of the
view that Helen’s role as secretary meant a lot more to
her than just a job. She always displayed a very real
interest in the cemetery and
the wellbeing of any stakeholders involved. Her interest and commitment always
went beyond the call of
duty.
“So thank you Helen. We
have all appreciated your efforts. We will miss your involvement and we wish you
and Neil a long, happy and
healthy retirement.”
Helen said that over the past
19 years, the cemetery has
evolved from a nice ceme-

Helen Fitzpatrick (front, second left), with current and former Bairnsdale Cemetery Trust members (back) Billy King, Neil Fitzpatrick, Darren Goodman (chairman), Belinda Stewart, Bruno Capiobianco, Harold Coverdale, Geoff Cassidy, (front) Wendy Shields, Margaret Hannington, Jan Coverdale,
Anna Capiobianco, Graham Conway and Kay Cassidy at Wednesday night’s farewell and thank-you dinner at the Main Hotel. K661-5
tery to a really beautiful one,
with gardens, trees and well
maintained lawn areas.
“New interment options
have been implemented with
monumental lawn graves,
ashes interment options with
a rose garden established in
2001 and a new niche garden

to be finished soon,” Helen
said.
“The cemetery is now a
much more pleasant place to
visit and a beautiful place for
our loved ones to rest.”
Helen said it had been both
an honour and privilege to
help families through diffi-

cult times in their lives.
“I’ve had the opportunity to
meet with most families,
cried, laughed, and hopefully
helped them to feel as happy
as possible with their final
decisions,” she said.
“The trust members have
always been supportive and

helpful towards me, often
accepting my suggestions
for
various
interment
options and garden establishment. These trust members
work for our community on a
voluntary basis – not a small
job to take on and are really
the backbone that makes a

beautiful cemetery.”
Helen said she would miss
the people and the trust
members, but has full confidence the community was
very well represented and
that they will continue to
have a beautiful place for
their final move.
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East Gippsland Catchment Management
Authority will release its East Gippsland
Draft Floodplain Management Strategy for
public consultation on Monday.
The CMA is working with the SES and East
Gippsland and Wellington shires to produce
the draft.
Chief executive officer, Graeme Dear, said
the CMA was now asking community members to provide input, before the CMA board
considers the final document.
In 2016 the State Government released the
Victorian Floodplain Strategy (VFS).
“The EGCMA is now charged with completing a regional strategy, working closely with
local government, Victorian SES and other organisations and community,” Mr Dear said.
Floods are commonplace in East Gippsland
and our communities are very aware of their
impacts, such as potential to disrupt essential
services like transport, water supply, sewerage,
electricity and communications.
Without effective management of land use on
floodplains and emergency response during

flood events, damage costs and the community’s exposure to flood risk can increase.
“The strategy considers areas in East Gippsland that are subject to flooding from time to
time and prioritises actions that are designed to
reduce flooding impacts, either by better forward planning or improved local response
planning,” Mr Dear said.
“We are very keen to gain community input
to these draft proposals and also hear any new
ideas we may not have considered yet.”
The CMA will be holding community briefings in Bairnsdale and Orbost toward the end
of May where the strategy will be explained
and the community will have the opportunity
to ask questions and raise concerns.
* Orbost – Wednesday, May 24, 5pm to 7pm,
at the Orbost Snowy Rovers Football Club
rooms.
* Bairnsdale – Thursday, May 25, 9.30am to
11am, at the Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning Main Street offices.
The draft will be released on May 15 via the
EGCMA website.

Covenant variations supported
The varying of a legally
complex covenant that has
caused detriment to owners
of 17 land allotments at
Mathiesons and Forge
Creek roads, Eagle Point,
for a number of years, was
supported by East Gippsland Shire councillors at
their monthly meeting on
Tuesday night.
A request to vary a series of
restrictive covenants was presented to councillors by shire
manager strategic planning,
Fiona Weigall, who said that
the amendment, while quite
complex, would provide certainty and regularise activities,
allowing dwellings to be constructed and the rights of exist-

ing dwellings to be preserved
on subdivided allotments created after the placement of the
restrictive covenant in 1979,
originally on 10 lots.
The item is proposing a planning scheme amendment to
vary a series of restrictive
covenants applying to the now
17 private lots.
Ms Weigall said the matter
came before council back in
late 2014 when some resolutions were made. The report
presented on Tuesday night
modifies some of those resolutions and allows the progression of a planning scheme
amendment that gives certainty to land owners and potential
purchasers.

“Officers have sought legal
advice and met many times
with the landowners to work
through all the options and believe that the amendment proposals are fair and equitable
recognising what has occurred
and rectifies that,” Ms Weigall
said.
“The changes are quite complex, with most conditions of
the covenant transferred to the
amendment, but essentially it
means that the covenant and
plan controls will now match
and the 17 lots will be recognised instead of the previous
10 with all able to have a
dwelling.”
The recommendation was
passed unanimously.

