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The work of hundreds of volunteers with
Gippsland Lakes Community Health has
been recognised by the local organisation at a
luncheon during National Volunteers Week
in Bairnsdale on Tuesday. More than 100
volunteers, who deliver Meals on Wheels,
provide patient transport, work with the
home-based library or a planned activity
group (PAG), and local businesses that
regularly donate to the cause enjoyed the
luncheon. GLCH executive manager, Chris
Tipa, said there were about 340 staff with the
organisation, but more than 400 volunteers,
who provide the vital services of delivering
21,000 meals each year to about 280 clients,
along with transporting more than 250
patients for medical purposes. Mr Tipa
thanked all the volunteers, including those
from the Paynesville group, whose Meals on
Wheels service has now been in operation for
30 years. LEFT: Volunteers Jean Sims and
Pauline and Barry Sampson. RIGHT: John
and Lois Brownbridge. K643-4146/4145

Protecting the Gippsland Lakes
sessions provide an opportunity to talk individually
to the authors of the draft plan. Further details can be
found on the East Gippsland CMA website.
The Gippsland Lakes RAMSAR site extends from
Sale Common to Lake Tyers including Lakes
Wellington, Victoria and King as well as Lake Reeve.
The wide diversity of habitat types is just one of the
reasons it is so highly valued.
The Lakes support significant populations of waterbirds including pelicans, swans and ducks. The Lakes
also provide a temporary but vitally important feeding and breeding ground for migratory bird species
such as the little tern. They are also a haven for vulnerable wetland species such as the green and golden
bell frog.

A bit unsteady
these days?

customers
with
a
faster mobile internet
experience and bring
competition and choice
in 4G services across
Australia.”
Optus customers will
also benefit from a better
3G mobile experience as
customers with compatible 4G devices transition
to the 4G data network,
improving 3G network
capacity.

Still locally owned and operated.
Optometrists:
• Dr Tola Touch
• A/Prof. Leo Hartley

OPTOMETRISTS AND CONTACT LENS PRACTITIONERS
Trading Hours Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm Sat 9am - 12noon
29 Service Street, Bairnsdale, 3875 Phone 5152 4380

Is your child entering

Mobile upgrade
for Paynesville

Prep in 2016?
Call the home safety experts
Naturally Good Dwellings P/L
    
    

5152 4807
0404 255 069


HAVE YOU
HEARD?
Selected smart
casual range
for “him” at
Suzie & Sammi’s.
Share the fun,
fashion experience
with your special
man or men!

St. Mary’s Primary School invites
you to their
Prep Open Morning
on Tuesday, May 26, 2015,
from 9.15am to 10.30am.

The morning will include an Information Session
in the School Hall at 10.15 am, followed by
morning tea.

12C Service St, Bairnsdale • 5153 0288
(Formerly Pamz)



Optus is bringing 4G
services to Paynesville,
which will deliver
superfast mobile internet speeds for customers with compatible
4G mobile phones and
tablets, while also enhancing 3G customer
experience.
As a result, Optus mobile towers will be upgraded during the next
few weeks, starting this
week.
Optus Victoria state
manager, Peter Kirk, as
the mobile towers in Paynesville are being upgraded, there will be some
service interruptions for
Optus mobile customers.
“Optus aims to complete these works as
quickly as possible in
order to keep service interruptions to a minimum. We know this may
be frustrating, and we
thank customers for their
patience while the upgrade work is being completed. These upgrades
will bring us closer to introducing 4G services to
Paynesville,” Mr Kirk
said.
“It’s an exciting time as
we’re bringing 4G to
Optus customers in
Paynesville for the first
time. This will provide

Formerly known as

Wicks Optometrists



Future management of the internationally
recognised Gippsland Lakes is under the spotlight
with the release of the draft Gippsland Lakes
Ramsar Site Management Plan.
This draft plan aims to maintain, and where necessary improve, the ecological character of the Gippsland Lakes as a RAMSAR site. Ramsar wetlands are
protected by an international convention.
The project, coordinated by the East Gippsland
Catchment Management Authority (EGCMA) has involved a wide range of people.
“Scientists and community specialists, as well as
staff from the management agencies have worked
hard to develop the plan to the draft stage,” EGCMA
chief executive officer, Graeme Dear, said.
“The draft plan outlines actions for management
agencies as well as priorities for monitoring the condition of the site. We are now keen to hear from the
broader community,” he said.
The management strategies in the draft plan
focus on maintaining and restoring habitats, protecting fauna, improving water quality and continuing to build our understanding of the Lakes
system.
People wanting to learn more about the draft plan
can attend one of the information sessions planned
for Sale and Bairnsdale in the coming weeks. These

COME AND VISIT

Children are very welcome to attend.
No bookings necessary.
C15321
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New-look arts board
and a name change
The East Gippsland Shire Arts
and Culture Advisory Board has
undergone a name change and
has a revamped look.
The board, now known as the
East Gippsland Creative Communities Advisory Board, will consist
of Liz Clay, Peter Giddings, David
McConachy, Angela Hutson, Anthony Lake, Martin Richardson,
Andrea Farley and Jessica Shapiro.
These positions are for a 12month term, with Ms Clay, Mr
Giddings and Mr McConachy existing members.
Councillor representatives are
John Wilkin and Dick Ellis.
The East Gippsland Shire Disability Advisory Committee has
been asked to nominate a community member to represent the disability sector, while council will
write to the Gunaikurnai Land and
Water Aboriginal Corporation
seeking the nomination of a member of the Aboriginal community.
Council acknowledged the resignation of John Schmidli from the
board. Mr Schmidli, a long-time
board member and a substantial
contributor to the performing arts
who is generous with his time in
teaching local youth, has indicated

he would be available as a coopted board member.
In November last year, council
moved to retain the arts and culture advisory board with expanded
membership, including capacity to
co-opt skills based members,
while in December it formally endorsed a new terms of reference
for the board.
They included that the membership be expanded and renewed to
support the board to undertake a
quite specific 12-month project
examining and ultimately making
a recommendation to council in
respect to the most effective models of delivery for arts and cultural
planning and service delivery into
the future.
There was also a desire to see an
expansion of board members including increasing the range of
skills and experience as well as
geographic cover of up to 10
members.
In her report to council last week,
director planning and community,
Kate Nelson, said that while no
specific young person had been
identified at this point, early interactions with the people participating in the Youth Ambassadors Pro-

gram had indicated a clear desire
of the participants to have input
into planning for creative and cultural activities.
“At present most existing and
proposed board members are
based in communities in the western part of the shire and so while a
variety of places are represented; it
might be argued that the geographic diversity desired has not been
achieved,” she said.
“As part of the processes anticipated to take place over the next
12 months, there will be opportunities for engagement in the
process from across the shire.
During this process, additional
co-opted members might be
identified and approached to
participate.”
Ms Nelson said preliminary discussions with prospective board
members had revealed a significant amount of energy and enthusiasm about the opportunity to be
involved in engaging and supporting the council and community in
“exploring a new era in arts and
creative activity in unlocking the
value for our community in East
Gippsland”.

Melanie Rettino graduated from LaTrobe
University Bendigo at
a ceremony held at
the newly completed
Ulumbarra Theatre,
Bendigo, last week,
receiving a bachelor
of pharmacy. Melanie
completed her schooling at St Mary’s
Primary School and
Nagle
College.
Melanie has always
had a great connection with the East
Gippsland community, having completed
work placement during her study at
Bairnsdale Regional
Health Service and
Orbost Pharmacy and
is currently completing her intern year at
Corner Amcal Bairnsdale. Melanie is the
daughter of Joe and
Gaynor Rettino. (PS)

Babylove Specials
At Macleod House

Ezy Switch EP Carseat
Newborn - 4 years

Ezy Grow EP Carseat
Harnessed 6mths - 8yrs

WAS $249

WAS $319

NOW

NOW

$199

$279

Cruiser Portacot

Baby Swing
WAS $159

WAS $110

NOW

NOW

$129

$89
Limited stock of some items

Phone 5153 1114
165 Macleod Street, Bairnsdale 3875

Red Cross district operations officer, Jennet Young, and zone seven chairman, Nell Hewatt, recently
presented long service awards to Red Cross East Gippsland emergency services volunteers. Mrs Young
spoke of the vital role played by volunteers in emergency teams and thanked everyone for being
associated with Red Cross for so many years. Those present at Bairnsdale on the day were Louise Martin
(20 years), Inga Muller (10 years), Tania Lando (10 years), Lynne Flitsma (10 years) and Bill Young (10
years). PICTURED: Red Cross zone seven chairman, Nell Hewat, Bill Young (10-year long service
award) and district operations officer, Jennet Young. (PS)

1st Prize:



Members of the community are invited to participate in discussions
about the draft Gippsland Lakes Ramsar Site Management Plan.

The draft plan aims “To maintain, and where necessary improve, the
ecological character of the Gippsland Lakes Ramsar site and promote
wise use”.



Engel Fridge Freezer - Sibelco Australia Pty Ltd - Value $1000. Winner: Nick Payne

The plan includes actions for management agencies and requirements
for monitoring of site condition, to identify changes in the ecological
character.

2nd Prize: Swag - By Murphy’s Upholstery - Value $400. Winner: John Coates, of Buchan
3rd Prize:

4 Burner Gas BBQ - By Dahlsens Lakes Entrance - Value $400. Winner: Matt Ingle

4th Prize:

Buchan Caves Holiday Package 2 Nights Accommodation in the unique Wilderness Retreat and 1
Cave tour for two people - Value $400. Winner: Buchanna Water Holes Farm, of Bairnsdale

5th Prize:

$200 Accommodation Voucher at The Esplanade Resort & Spa plus a Cruise for two Adults and three
Children on the “THUNDERBIRD” - By Peels Tourist & Ferry Service - Value $350.
Winner: R. Murphy, of Buchan

6h Prize:

Dual Saw - Brown Wigg Rural Services Bairnsdale - Value $200. Winner: Dean Morley, of Traralgon

7th Prize:

Red Hide Australian Stock Whip - By Nugget Campbell - Value $200. Winner: Skin

The Committee wishes to thank all sponsors for their support

Sale – Wednesday 20th May 2 pm OR 5:30 pm Quest Conference
Room, Sale 180-184 York Street (Princes Highway)
Bairnsdale – Thursday 21st May 2 pm OR 5:30pm DELWP, 574
Main Street (Meeting Room 1)
These sessions provide an opportunity to talk individually to the
authors of the draft plan.
Please RSVP to egcma@egcma.com.au; Ph: 5150 3567

EAST GIPPSLAND CATCHMENT
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY
574 Main Street (PO Box 1012) Bairnsdale 3875
Phone: 5152 0600 – www.egcma.com.au





DRAFT GIPPSLAND LAKES
RAMSAR SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN
Ramsar sites are wetlands that have international importance under
the ‘Ramsar Convention on Wetlands’ and offer significant habitat for
migratory birds and other threatened species.







Now open Saturdays for your convenience
Open hrs: 8am-5pm Mon. - Fri. 9am-1pm Sat.

