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Welcome back, birds
On Wednesday, Gippslanders welcomed back
migratory birds to the
Gippsland Lakes with a
Welcome Back the Birds
event at the Silt Jetties
in Eagle Point.
Member for Eastern Victoria, Harriet Shing, attended the event with
more than 50 students
from local schools to see
firsthand the wonderful
array of birdlife that is
drawn to the area from all
over the world.
At the event, Ms Shing
announced that $10 million in funding over four
years will support work to
protect and improve the
health of the Gippsland
Lakes. The funding was
allocated in the 2015-16
Victorian Budget as part
of statewide funding to
improve the health of waterways and catchments.
“This is a great opportunity to raise awareness of
a stunning and important
natural resource that plays
a central role for migrato-

ry bird life from all over
the world,” Ms Shing
said.
Member for Gippsland
East, Tim Bull, said he
was surprised Ms Shing
chose to re-announce the
funding months after it
being made public in the
May budget.
“It’s not new money, but
a continuation of a 2010
pre-election commitment
by the Coalition,” Mr Bull
pointed out.
“We are obviously very
happy to see the funding
has continued, as the
Gippsland Lakes are an
important part of East
Gippsland. But the Victorian Labour Government
were dragged kicking and
screaming to commit to
the $10 million allocation, so it’s interesting for
Ms Shing to announce the
funding when it’s the
same money the previous
government put in place.”
Welcome Back the Birds
event pictorial in Monday’s Advertiser.

Motorcycle riders from across the country converged on Bairnsdale to take part in the 14th annual Barry Sheene Tribute Ride
to the Phillip Island Moto GP on Thursday. More than 700 riders helped celebrate the memory of former world champion,
who lost his battle with cancer in 2003, some attending the annual dinner at the Bairnsdale RSL on Wednesday night, which
featured live entertainment, guest speakers and the annual charity auction. The riders recieved a send off from East Gippsland
Shire mayor, Cr Marianne Pelz, yesterday morning at Service Street, before heading to the island to complete a tribute lap of
the famous race track. More photos pages 8 and 9. K1526-20

Hands up who wants to be mayor
Voting in East Gippsland Shire
Council elections will close at 6pm
today, however, a result isn’t expected until tomorrow week at the
earliest.
Returning officer, Sandra Wood,
from the Bairnsdale office of the Victorian Electoral Commission, said
postal votes will be accepted until
noon on Friday, October 28, so long as
they are post marked prior to 6pm
today.
Ms Wood said “given the size of the
ballot paper” it is hoped an election result will be concluded by Saturday,
October 29, at the earliest.
Candidates are expected to gather at
the VEC’s Bairnsdale office on the
Saturday evening to officially hear the
result.
The Bairnsdale Advertiser has been
told that the large number of candidates contesting the nine available
seats on the East Gippsland Shire
Council had generated “a real buzz”

and “has the whole community
talking.”
Since the 39 candidates were announced, East Gippsland Newspapers
has asked the contestants a range of
questions and printed their responses
in our stable of newspapers.
Our final question to all candidates
was: If elected to Council, do you
have aspirations to become mayor?
Below are the candidates responses
in alphabetical order:
Ron Alexander: I believe if you
stand for the East Gippsland Shire
Council you are taking on major leadership role within the community and
you should be prepared to take on the
role of mayor.
I have had experience as a business
owner from farming to a director and
shareholder of a 100 room hotel with
just on 110 employees. I have also
owned and run an import and distribution business based in Melbourne.
I believe I have the experience and

Full range of

understanding of what it will take to
be mayor.
Simon Anderson: If elected it
would be an honour if my fellow
councillors decided that I had the leadership qualities to be mayor. I would
be a proud ambassador for our beautiful region.
Christine Boucher: The term mayor
is from the Latin meaning “bigger.”
My aspiration ever since I was a little
girl was to help people. I wanted to
help people anyway I could. It was
what motivated me to become an ICU
nurse.
To have the ability to help people improve their health, improve their lives
gives me so much satisfaction. My
natural calling and core purpose is to
help people.
As I grow, learn and become “bigger” my aspiration is to have the opportunity to be mayor during the term
of council. To help people all over
East Gippsland would be such an hon-

our that I would carry out with tenacity and passion.
Ben Buckley: All councils are basically titled (rates) tax collection agencies for the state government. I’d
rather be a happy councillor than an
unhappy mayor.
Ian Campbell: If elected, while
being mayor is not a strong desire for
me, I would be available if the other
councillors thought I would be a good
chairman and representative for
council.
Being mayor is almost a full time job
if one is to do it well and properly represent our communities.
As someone relatively young and retired, I have the time and energy for
such a role.
My experience as a regional manager, dealing with media and state and
federal government politicians and
ministers, would I think prepare me
well for such a role.
However, I would hope not to be
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mayor in the first year.
Dick Ellis: I consider it a matter for
the new council to decide.
Bernie Farquhar: Yes, it would be a
great honour to be able to serve as
mayor and lead council, while the
time factor would be a major consideration, before putting my name forward I would have to make changes to
my current workload and business
activities.
Deb Foskey: I suspect many candidates have the aspiration as it is the
most visible role in council. But also
the most time consuming role which
would require a high degree of understanding of local issues and the intelligence to think on one’s feet.
I think it would also involve developing a good relationship with other
councillors so that they would feel
confident in electing one. I’d hate to
think that the position is achieved as a
result of deal making.
Continued page 28
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