
– Editorial –

Prime Minister Tony Abbott is enduring a rare
form of interrogation. Every word he utters is
scrutinised under the microscope of remorseless
negativity and personal animus. The latest exam-
ple was his use of the word ‘holocaust’ in a recent
speech. 

‘Holocaust’ belongs to no particular historic
episode and no sector of the world community has
propriety rights over it. Yet ‘holocaust’ is now nar-
rowly (and incorrectly) defined by the critics as
referring only to the systematic murder of Eu-
rope’s Jews by the Nazi regime. 

Jewish spokesmen and other detractors gratu-
itously accuse Mr Abbott of using the word in cal-
lous disregard for Jewish sensitivities. The attack,
like so many, is unfairly confected by his political
opponents. Former prime minister Keating and
former Greens leader Bob Brown used the word
on other occasions without the slightest tremor of
outrage.  

Since all sides in political warfare use words as
weapons against the enemy, it might be worth-
while to consider the anti-government mantra that
more than any other phrase has destroyed Mr Ab-
bott’s (and the treasurer’s) credibility. We refer to
the simple, easily adaptable one-word slogan –
‘unfair’.  

It is universally agreed that the 2014 budget was
unfair in every respect. Pensioners, retirees, par-
ents seeking child care, university students facing
horrendous debt, carers of disabled people and a
host of other needy people were seen as victims of
cuts to welfare security. 

Other budgetary measures are labelled ‘unfair’,
such as co-payments for doctor visits, cuts in de-
fence force pay, reduced outlays for public hous-
ing and overseas aid. The mantra has been shout-
ed from the rooftops but with no attempt at careful
analysis that should always accompany rational
polemics. 

One reason why governments in the past seven
years have failed so spectacularly – bringing them
to the point of impotence – is that rationality is no
longer a preferred technique of political debate.
Caterwauling and vitriol is preferred to the slow
grind of reasonable argument.   

Another reason for government failure is that the
‘fairness’ benchmark is weighted on the side of
Labor and the Greens who embrace that most
utopian of modern watch-words – ‘lifestyle’.
Nothing must interfere with lifestyle, and pity
help anyone who threatens it. If an Englishman’s
home is his castle, an Australian’s lifestyle is his
sacred right. Fairness is untouchable. Govern-
ments that forget it invite retribution. 

The fairness fallacy

A moment’s thought exposes the absurdity; the
masquerade. Fairness already is so unequally dis-
tributed that the notion itself is fallacious and hyp-
ocritical. No government can fairly disburse pub-
lic funds in a climate of distorted welfare rules
that let wealthy people draw on the public purse
while needy people fall into debt and penury. 

The Abbott Government’s message about ‘the
age of entitlement’ falls on deaf ears because enti-
tlement has become ingrained in our culture. No
government can eradicate it while the nation re-
fuses to listen.  

Anti-government forces cannot fairly rail against
unfairness while they promote policies of high un-
employment, low productivity, ballooning costs
and delays in building and infrastructure. 

Those who use the fairness mantra are guilty of
falsehood and hypocrisy. But why worry?  False-
hood and hypocrisy do no harm. The polls prove
it. Unfair governments are doomed. The sky is not
falling. Sport anaesthetises us.   

Until the day of reckoning. 

Masquerade 
of fairness
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Review of performance targets for bush� re fuel management 
on public land
The Inspector-General for Emergency Management invites written submissions to the 
Review of Performance Targets for Bush� re Fuel Management on Public Land in Victoria. 

This review will support the future delivery of the most appropriate bush� re fuel 
management program that reduces the risk of bush� re to people, property and the 
environment, with the overarching priority being the protection of human life.

Individuals and organisations with expertise and knowledge of bush� re fuel 
management on public land are encouraged to contribute through written
submissions addressing the following areas:
• the form of performance targets for bush� re fuel management on public land.

For example, the implementation of a hectare-based target or a bush� re risk 
reduction target

• any other complementary measures of performance for bush� re fuel management 
programs on public land.

IGEM will consider submissions as part of its requirement to make recommendations 
to government regarding the form of future performance targets for bush� re fuel 
management on public land. Speci� cally, the continuation of a hectare-based target 
or the adoption of a bush� re risk-reduction target, such as that developed by the 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning as part of its risk-based 
approach to bush� re management.

IGEM was established in Victoria on 1 July 2014 under Part 7 of the Emergency 
Management Act 2013. Its objectives are to:
• provide assurance to the government and the community in respect of emergency 

management arrangements in Victoria
• foster continuous improvement of emergency management in Victoria.

Written submissions will be accepted until 5pm on Friday 13 March 2015.

Email: igem.info@justice.vic.gov.au

Mail: 
Inspector-General for Emergency Management
Department of Justice & Regulation
GPO Box 4356
Melbourne VIC 3001 

For further information on this review and how submissions will be used visit 
www.igem.vic.gov.au
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The East Gippsland
Catchment Manage-
ment Authority (CMA)
will again be on the
start line for this year’s
East Gippsland Teams
Triathlon, to be held
this Sunday, March 1,
at Paynesville.
The CMA will again

co-sponsor the event and
will also put their money
where their mouths are
by entering two teams.
Rob Willersdorf, Peter

Quilligan and Nicole
Thompson are doing
their first triathlon,
 taking on a new chal-
lenge to improve their
fitness.
Ian Hearnes and Matt

Renshaw have competed
in this event before and
enjoy the camaraderie it
fosters around the work-
place, while Clint Bain
has competed in
triathlons for 28 years
over a wide range of dis-
tances, so for him this
event will be a stroll in
the park.
“The triathlon caters

for a range of abilities so
it’s an appealing com-
munity event that helps
to promote a healthy
lifestyle,” Mr Bain said.
“The CMA is pleased

to sponsor an event
which aligns perfectly
with the role of the or-
ganisation in maintain-
ing healthy waterways
for locals and visitors to
enjoy.
“Through this annual

event, we can support ac-
tive recreation activities
and help others to appre-
ciate what a great lake
system we have in this
region.”
The triathlon starts at

7am on the Paynesville
foreshore. Further infor-
mation is available on
the Riviera Triathlon
Club website. 

CMA 
teams
will tri

East Gippsland Catchement Management staff
members Peter Quilligan, Ian Hearnes, Rob
Willersdorf, Clint Bain, Nicole Thompson 
and Matt Renshaw are preparing for this 
Sunday’s East Gippsland Teams Triathlon to be
held at Paynesville. The teams format sees three
competitors in each team complete a 300-metre
swim, seven-kilometre cycle and 2km run before
passing the baton onto their teammate. The event
is open to teams representing businesses, clubs
and groups, friends, schools and families, with a
prize for the best dressed. (PS)


