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“THE NEWS”

Lake Tyers opening likely
The Lake Tyers estuary entrance is expected to open
naturally over the next few
days as a result of weekend
and forecast rainfall for rest of
the week.
East Gippsland Catchment
Management Authority manager
for water programs, Ken Judd,
said if this event was to occur, it
would be a great outcome.
“A natural opening increases
the likelihood that the entrance
will remain open longer than if
we conducted a manual open-

ing,” Mr Judd said.
The water level in the estuary
is likely to drop rapidly if an
opening occurs. The sand edges
are particularly vulnerable to
caving in and the water current
can be rapid and turbulent.
Members of the community are
advised to keep a safe distance
from the edges of the opening at
all times.
Those with moored boats need
to also monitor water levels as
mooring ropes can tighten
when the water levels drop

quickly.
There is no intention to attempt
a manual opening at this time.
Arrangements are in place with
Parks Victoria, the Department
of Environment and Primary
Idustries and and East Gippsland Shire Council should a
manual opening need to occur
in the future, the CMA said.
East Gippsland CMA said it
would continue to monitor estuary conditions and provide further advice if circumstances
change.
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The draft plans for
when, where and why
bushfire fuel reduction will be carried
out over the next three
years in Gippsland are
on display at Department of Environment
and Primary Industries (DEPI) and Parks
Victoria offices this
month.
DEPI regional fire and
land manager, Richard
Teychenne, said many
community groups and
individuals had seen the
plans and discussed
bushfire management
in their communities
with DEPI, Parks Victoria and CFA staff.
“We’ve had useful discussion, feedback and
local input to the fire
plans from these meetings,” Mr Teychenne
said.
“The plans have been
developed by the local
fire management teams
using local knowledge
of the landscape, talking with communities,
and sophisticated bushfire simulation technology that helps us understand the potential
impact of bushfires, and
the effect of fuel reduction in reducing the impact of bushfires on the
things
communities
value.
“For the rest of this
month, we’ll be taking
the plans to more Gipp-

sland communities and
community
groups,
seeking their knowledge and ideas about
fire
planning
and
protection.
“Local knowledge is
key to building a plan to
reduce bushfire risk,
which is why we are encouraging people to
take the time and have
a look at the plans and
then discuss them
with your local DEPI
or
Parks
Victoria
representative.
“When planning each
burn, we consider the
potential impacts on
communities and stakeholders and we’ll make
changes where we can,
but the decision to burn
is always driven by the
need to reduce the risk
of damaging bushfires
to human life and
property.”
The fire operations
plans outline planned
burning and other fuel
reduction
such
as
slashing, track works
and fire break construction for the next three
years. They are reviewed annually to take
into account the latest
knowledge.
The plans are designed to be flexible,
allowing the timing of
proposed activities over
the three-year period to
change in response to
factors such as the

weather.
The draft fire operations plans for each region will be on display
until August 31.
To view the plan for
your area visit your local
DEPI or Parks Victoria
office or go to the DEPI
website.
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Fuel reduction
plans out now
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Erin Giblett (grade six, school captain), Willow Wakefield-Tromp (grade
six, house captain) and Ash Murray (grade six) dressed with a eye to
the past for the start of Bairnsdale Primary Schools 150th anniversary
celebrations last Friday. Students marked the occasion with a range of
activities on Friday before past students flooded the school grounds
on Saturday and Sunday. K738-59

