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Book now
for forum
East Gippsland Shire Council will hold
a Digital Forum next Monday in
Bairnsdale.
At the half-day forum local business people
will have the opportunity to hear from
a range of experts discussing how use
technology to get a competitive edge, developing a digital plan and social media
marketing.
Local businesses will also be on hand to
talk about how they successfully applied
digital strategies.
Mayor, Cr Marianne Pelz, said the forum is
part of the East Gippsland Digital Plan.
“The digital plan is aligned to Council’s
Economic Development Strategy 20142018 and is supported by the Council Plan,”
Cr Pelz said.
“A thriving digital economy and a culture of
technology can provide East Gippsland
businesses with the opportunity to become
more efficient, increase market reach and
raise levels of customer service.
“An important element of greater productivity and competitiveness is enhanced
awareness and use of current broadband
and digital technologies,” Cr Pelz said.
Enhanced digital capacity in our region, as
well as benefitting existing businesses, is
likely to attract new businesses due to the
region having a reputation for being digitallycreative with a culture of digital innovation.
A 2012 study by the University of Queensland showed a cause and effect relationship
between digital capacity in business and
economic performance. This study indicates
that lifting the digital maturity of business
will result in economic growth.
The forum will be followed in June by a series of workshops and individual mentoring
in Mallacoota, Orbost, Omeo, Bairnsdale
and Lakes Entrance. This unique program
will help businesses develop their own digital strategy.

Tambo stocked

Margaret Abbott, of Warrandyte, and daughter-in-law Julie, of Bairnsdale, browse
vegetable seedlings at the Bruthen Village Market on Saturday. K711-37

Recreational fishing opportunities in East
Gippsland will be increased after the
Tambo River was stocked with 9000
Australian bass.
The fingerlings range from 2.5cm to 8cm in
length and were funded by the Victorian Government’s ‘Target One Million’ plan and the
East Gippsland Catchment Management
Authority.
The release of the bass fingerlings into the
Tambo River, between Bruthen and the Timbarra River, complements the 28,000 fingerlings released into the river since 2013.
Similar stockings in the Mitchell River over
several years have produced encouraging results with anglers reporting the capture of small
bass, consistent with the growth rates expected
from those releases.
Creating new fishing opportunities through
stocking delivers on the Government’s plan to
grow recreational fishing participation to one
million anglers by 2020.
Lake Guthridge in Sale has also been stocked
with 4000 Australian bass.
The lake already receives catchable size rainbow trout for the June and September school
holidays each year. However, the development
of a bass fishery right in town will provide additional fishing opportunities for locals and visitors alike, especially in summer.
More broadly, Victoria’s Australian bass stocking program has continued to expand, supported by recreational fishing licence fees, and now
boasts 17 lakes and rivers.
Nearly 700,000 bass have been released
since 2002 and perhaps the most successful
waterway has been Blue Rock Lake, near
Trafalgar, where anglers have been catching
legal size bass for several years.
Boating rules on Blue Rock Lake were relaxed last year and vessels of any length, carrying any engine size, can now navigate the
lake and make the very most of the fishery,
which also includes stocked trout.
Member for Eastern Victoria, Harriet Shing,
welcomed the move.
“This is another great catch for Gippsland anglers,” Ms Shing said.
“Time spent fishing with family and friends is
great for our wellbeing and also for our regional
tourism and hospitality industries.”

Intersection
collision
A collision on Main Street outside the East Gippsland Shire
offices saw traffic blocked up
for a stretch of the road last
Thursday, May 19.
Two vehicles collided when a
driver raced through the intersection traffic lights to hit an oncoming car, resulting in significant
damage. Both drivers were fortunate to sustain only minor injuries.
It is as yet unconfirmed whether
the light was red when the car entered the intersection.
Emergency services were on
site immediately, with the police
commending the efficiency and
effectiveness of all personnel involved. They also thanked the
public for their cooperation, including a passerby nurse who
was among the first to arrive on
the scene before authorities assumed control.

Occupants were fortunate to sustain only minor injuries in a collision on the corner of Main and McCulloch streets last Thursday. K705-4

