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Local Aboriginal women travelled to Eden to share knowledge about yam cultivation to feed
into a Greening Australia Living Culture initiative being developed in East Gippsland. (PS)

Community shares knowledge
Helping to arrest the decline of the Red Gum Plains
grasslands, Greening Australia is undertaking a project that involves 50 hectares
of grasslands with works to
revegetate the area over five
years.
The project is funded by
the Australian Governments
National Landcare Program
and is coordinated through
the East Gippsland Catchment
Authority.
The Red Gum Plains were
once dominated by extensive
grasslands, which are now endangered with less than five
per cent remaining.
Bush foods have long represented knowledge and connection of indigenous people
to culture. An innovative Living
Culture project involves partnering with local Aboriginal
women and aims to reinstate
yam fields on a section of

Gippsland grasslands, as both
a Gunaikurnai cultural initiative
and National Landcare project.
The plains originally included
fields of wildflowers that supported the tubers or yams,
which were a staple food for
Gunaikurnai people.
Greening Australias Gippsland project manager, Martin
Potts, said that the partnership
with local Aboriginal community members is a vital part of
the Living Culture project.
“By recognising that these
grasslands were once important yam fields, we can see the
sites as not just ecologically
important, but also culturally
important
places
where
women can once again grow
and harvest the yams that
were so crucial to the wellbeing of the community,” Mr Potts
said.
Last week a group travelled
to Eden Land Councils Jigamy

Farm, just outside of Eden, in
New South Wales, where there
is a similar initiative involving
looking after, and connecting
Aboriginal people to, yam
fields.
A group of 20 Aboriginal
women met with local elders
and women from the Eden
project, who shared their
knowledge of yam cultivation
and use.
The group was also presented with the Bundian Way story.
The women made connections, providing support for
those who want to take this initiative further in the Gippsland
project.
“This is the start of engaging
the community that will not
only see these important
grasslands restored in Gippsland, but in time will also become places of living culture
for the local Aboriginal community,” Mr Potts said.

The group learned about how to dig for yams at the Eden Land Councils
Jigamy Farm project. (PS)

Seeking water and sewer services feedback
Water and sewer customers across
Gippsland are being asked to spend a
few moments giving their local water
corporations some feedback.
Gippslands four water corporations Westernport Water, South Gippsland
Water, Gippsland Water and East Gippsland Water - are working together to survey customers to get feedback on current
services as well as ideas on how best to
plan for the future of the region.
“These sorts of surveys are really impor-

tant for us, both in terms of measuring
where we are at now and also assessing
how customers think we should move forward,” spokesman for the survey project,
Paul Clark, of Gippsland Water, said.
“By working together, we not only save
money but we are also able to compare individual performance against each other,
which is another really useful outcome
from working collaboratively.”
The telephone surveys will begin on
Friday, September 2, and continue for

two weeks.
The survey company, Insync, will clearly
identify themselves at the start of the call
and will not engage in any sales pitch during the call.
“This is all about gathering information
from customers and not selling any product or service,” Mr Clark said.
“If customers receive calls from
people offering to sell water filters
or any other water device, that is not our
survey.”

The phone survey will take about 10 minutes, with the customer being asked about
20 questions about service, expectation
and price.
“This is the third time that the local water
corporations have worked together on this
type of survey,” Mr Clark said.
“It is an example of how we are all working more closely together to find savings in
our operating costs, which then allows us
to continue to put downward pressure on
customer bills.”

20 YEAR BIRTHDAY

ANNIVERSARY!
Peter and Sandra would like to thank all their
customers for their support over the last 20 years!
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