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Rocky numbers
are encouraging
From page 1
“We also cage-trap periodically to remove
selected animals to the captive breeding program for this species, which is going well.
Young male wallabies were removed in 2014
and 2016 and there are plans to remove another young male in 2017. We’re looking to be
able to release animals back into the wild in a
few years.
“This new total of 40 known animals in Little
River Gorge is really encouraging, especially
with the animals seen at new sites. The goal is
to have 200 animals in captive populations by
2025 and to build the population in the Little
River Gorge to 50 by 2020. With the recent results these targets are looking achievable.”
The East Gippsland Recovery Program is
supported by Victorian Government and funding from the Federal Government’s National
Landcare Program.

Edwina with a young at foot in the
East Gully. Note the red ear tag used for
identification. (PS)

Edwina’s young at foot playing peek-aboo or just rubbing its eyes in tiredness
from all the attention. (PS)

Edwina with young at foot in pouch, also in the
East Gully. (PS)
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Annie Kentwell and Gary Arthurson are excited to see platypus return to their Cann River property. (PS)

New residents help locals return
As well as properties in the Cann River
being in the same families for generations
there are some new community members
with much enthusiasm for their new
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Warren Graham & Murphy
Lawyers are able to provide
advice and assistance in all
aspects of Migration Law.
This service is available by
appointment at our offices
in Sale, Bairnsdale, Lakes
Entrance and Orbost.
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local area.
Gary Arthurson and Annie Kentwell purchased their property in 2011 and have since
worked with the East Gippsland Catchment
Management Authority to assist in the recovery of the Cann River. Work has included
fencing to exclude stock from the river banks,
willow removal, weed control and planting of
native vegetation on the river banks and rock
stabilisation to prevent erosion.
The improvements to the river has seen the
return of platypus to parts of the Cann River
where they hadn’t been seen for years.
“We are particulary excited that seeing a
platypus in the Cann River is because the work
that has been done has created a healthy environment and encouraged this animal to re-
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turn,” Gary said.
A more diverse riverbed with deeper holes
and improved water quality together with the
flourishing native vegetation has helped attract
the platypus. The deeper holes give them a
place to forage, hide and nest.
Planting native vegetation along river banks
helps stabilise the banks, acts as a filter for nutrients, creates shade and attracts the insects
and other invertebrates which are a food
source for the platypus.
Weeds, particulary a heavy infestation of
blackberries, have been controlled along the
riverbank.
“The CMA has done a lot blackberry spraying along the river the last couple of years,”
Annie said.
“There used to be masses of blackberries, in
fact you couldn’t see across the river as there
was just a sea of blackberries. Now you can
see right across the river and beyond.”
CMA chief executive officer, Graeme Dear,
said the Cann River community had been
working in partnership with the EGCMA for
many years to help the river recover.
“Partnerships like this are critical to long
term success,” he said.
A large number of naturally occurring native
species of plants were identified in a creek that
runs through the property and feeds into the
river. Gary and Annie have fenced sections of
the creek off to protect the existing vegetation
and maintain its condition.
“The area has flourished since fencing it off
and removing the access for the cattle. The
fencing is a win win, as the creek is protected
and the fencing keeps the cattle contained,”
Gary said.
Gary and Annie are very proactive and have
been very excited to work with the CMA.
“We feel like we are a part of a positive move
towards ensuring the Cann River is a healthy
river for us personally as well as the community, environment and the animals.”

