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Sizzle and a concert

This snake had an unlucky day in the bush on
Friday, January 13. It’s
likely it was injured by an
unknown predator causing multiple lacerations
and puncture wounds.
The snake is a rare diamond python and was
seen by DELWP staff
north of Genoa in the
Wangarabell area of far
East Gippsland. The diamond python, Morelia
Spilota Spilota, is found
in East Gippsland as well
as in parts of NSW. It’s
listed as threatened under
the Flora and Fauna
Guarantee Act – there are
only 43 records for this
species in Victoria. Due to
its injuries, the snake was
taken to Snowy River
Veterinary Clinic in Orbost for assessment. It
weighed 2.11kg and was
over five feet (160cms) in
length. The vet couldn’t
fully determine the nature of the injuries so it
was taken to Healesville
for expert assessment and
rehabilitation and care.
Staff there will treat the
injuries and have the
expertise to manage any
serious infection. The diamond python is susceptible to predation from
dogs and foxes. It’s a
dark, slow-moving snake
so it’s also difficult for
drivers to see and can be
killed on roads. Given the
rarity of this species,
please report any observations to DELWP biodiversity staff at Orbost
with information on date
and time, location, observer and a photo for ID.

Mallacoota Surf Life Saving Club recently
held a sausage sizzle and concert for coin
night with a huge crowd turning out for the
annual fundraising event.
Held at Mallacoota’s Captain Stevensons
Point, more than 400 people gathered to support Mallacoota Surf Life Saving Club with a
barbecue and live music gig.
The event has been held for several years and
is becoming a real go-to event by both visitors
and locals alike.
While sausages sizzled and rissoles roasted
the huge crowd was treated to numerous musical renditions by both local and visiting
musicians.
The Mallacoota Surf Life Saving Club is a
very small entity run by local beach going en-

thusiasts and volunteers and is in much need
of a new Polaris (all-terrain vehicle) for beach
rescue and boat launching operations.
“The support we have had has been awesome,” club president, Simon Berry, said.
“Our musos, barbecue crew, tin rattlers, local
SLSC volunteers and the very generous public
have been a great support. We managed to
raise over $3000 and really appreciate everyone’s support.”
It has been an interesting season on Victorian
beaches with numerous shark sightings in the
area attributed by many to the warm water
conditions along the southeast coast.
The Mallacoota SLSC patrols will continue
keeping an eye of the beach at Bastion Point
until the end of January.

Mallacoota Surf Life Saving Club president, Simon Berry, Jake Pike and Gary
‘McCranky’ Roper cook up at the club’s recent fundraising barbecue and concert. (PS)

Snowy bass info night

(PS)
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From Marlo in Victoria, to Jindabyne in
New South Wales, Australian Bass numbers
have now been restored to nearly the entire
length of the Snowy River.
It was only 15 years ago when the Snowy
River had one major generation of aging fish
that were fast running out of time to successfully breed again and replenish the population.
Snowy River bass are not considered genetically different from other Australian bass in
South East Australia, however, the thought
that the lineage of Snowy River Bass could
end was unthinkable to many in the recreational angling community.
Thankfully, both the New South Wales and
Victorian governments made funds available
at that time to artificially breed bass from the
remaining Snowy River bass and restock the
Snowy.
Again, just before Christmas, Fisheries Victoria, as part their program to get one million
Victorians fishing, stocked another 40,000
Australian bass into the Snowy River at
McKillops Bridge.
The Snowy River now appears to be well
stocked with bass and a new era of exciting
fishing opportunities has begun. The hope is
that the Snowy River could once again become the premier Australian bass fishing river
in Australia.

The burning question that many ask in regards to the future of Australian bass in the
Snowy is, ‘Are the environmental flows purchased for the Snowy River restoration sufficient to allow Australian bass to breed naturally again in the Snowy?’
To try and answer this question, Marlo Angling Club is excited to present Dan Stoessel,
from the Arthur Rylah Institute, who has studied the lack of natural recruitment of Australian bass in the Snowy River for the past
two to three years.
His work is focused on the estuary of the
Snowy River. Australian bass spend most of
their lives in the freshwater reaches of the
Snowy River in Victoria and New South
Wales. They migrate to the estuary in spring
when they are ready to breed. Dan has some
new findings to share on this topic as well as
bass and estuary perch life cycles and spawning requirements.
Following Dan’s presentation, Liz Brown,
from the East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (EGCMA), will discuss what
the EGCMA is doing in terms of ongoing investigation on the impact of environmental
flows to the Snowy River.
The information evening will begin at
6.30pm on Monday, January 30, at the Marlo
Angling Club on the Marlo foreshore.
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