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Snowy estuary monitoring plan
The Snowy River will be one of a

number of Gippsland rivers to 
receive environmental water in
2016-17.

Environmental water will be pro-
vided to Snowy, Latrobe, Thomson
and Macalister rivers to benefit na-
tive fish including black bream and
estuary perch.

Details have been released 
in the Victorian Environmental
Water Holder’s (VEWH) annual
plan for watering in 2016-17. 
The VEWH is an independent statu-
tory body responsible for making
decisions on the most efficient 

use of Victoria’s environmental
water. 

VEWH chairman, Denis Flett, said
watering in Gippsland would 
also include flows for the Snowy
River. 

The annual Snowy River Increased
Flows Program is developed by the
NSW Department of Primary Indus-
tries – Water on behalf of three part-
ner governments; the Common-
wealth, Victoria and NSW. 

The total volume planned 
for release in 2016–17 (including
contributions from water savings 
in Victoria and New South Wales) is

131,071 megalitres (million litres). 
Environmental watering in the

Snowy aims to mimic the unique
natural flow pattern of the moun-
tainous river system. 

This flow pattern is important to
maintain the shape of the Snowy
River channel, which has suffered
from years of dwindling water flows
caused by river regulation. 

During 2016-17 the East Gipps-
land Catchment Management Au-
thority (EGCMA), with assistance
from the Department of Environ-
ment, Land and Water Planning, will
install equipment in the Snowy

River estuary to monitor the impact
of the environmental flows in the es-
tuary. � 

Environmental water officer with
the EGCMA, Liz Brown, says this
data will show how the salinity and
water temperature changes as a re-
sult of the flows. � 

“This is important in helping us
understand the potential impacts of
the flows on fish in the estuary,” Ms
Brown said.

In 2015-16, 27 rivers and 73 wet-
lands in Victoria received environ-
mental water. 

The VEWH plans for a range of

scenarios – from drought to wet sea-
sonal conditions – adjusting envi-
ronmental water deliveries accord-
ing to conditions. 

The Seasonal Watering Plan 2016-
17 is based on proposals from Victo-
ria’s waterway managers, which
recommend the most effective 
watering activities for their 
region based on the best-available
science. 

The plan scopes potential environ-
mental watering in Victoria using
water held in reservoirs, set aside to
be returned to rivers and wetlands
for plants and animals. 

Helping dung beetles do their thing
at Cann River on Saturday were
Robyn Korn, James Pardew,
Michael and Kelly Connley, Judy
McKinnon, Steve Laffy, Neil
Stringer (project officer) and (front)
Claire Pardew, Brooke and Jack
Connley and Elliott Pardew.  The
field day at the Connley property
was the first of four to be held in
Cann River, Wairewa, Marlo Plains
and Jarrahmond as part of a Far
East Victoria Landcare initiative to
survey sites where landholders have
released dung beetle colonies in the
past. The monitoring days form part
of the survey and are also designed
to train people on how to conduct
their own beetle monitoring into the
future. In order to increase the pop-
ulation size and species diversity of
dung beetles in Far East Gippsland,
36 colonies were released between
2003 and 2008. Another aim was to
extend the activity period through to
winter, and so the majority of releas-
es were of Bubas bison, a winter ac-
tive species. And the good news,
there was evidence of burrows at
Cann River on Saturday and one
beetle was found. Surveys were held
at Wairewa (Ian and Rosanne
Trevaskis) and Marlo Plains (Vanes-
sa Ingram-Daniel) yesterday, with
the last at Jarrahmond (Mick and
Cindy Robinson) today.  Dung bee-
tles naturally and efficiently recycle
cattle dung from agricultural pas-
tures, lowering the amount of nutri-
ent runoff into waterways after rain-
fall events. There are also a range of
other additional benefits. S217-12
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