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Chinese chefs sample delicacies
A group of 11 Chinese chefs
from some of South East Asia’s
pre-eminent hotels and restaurants were in Corringle yesterday sampling some of the far
east’s greatest delicacies.
The chefs were hosted by the
East Gippsland Food Cluster,
working in partnership with the
Victorian Agribusiness Council,
Meat and Livestock Australia,
and Regional Development Vic-

toria (Gippsland).
The chefs spent two days in
East Gippsland as part of a weeklong visit to Victoria.
The chefs started their East
Gippsland experience at Maffra
Cheese in Tinamba on Monday,
before moving onto the Lindenow valley to visit Wuk
Wuk Beef, and some of the region’s finest vegetable growing
businesses.

The first day of the tour concluded at the Metung Hotel over
a dinner, which showcased a
range of East Gippsland food and
beverages.
Day two started with a breakfast
of East Gippsland produce at
Rudder & Fin in Lakes Entrance,
followed by a tour of the Lakes
Entrance Fishermen’s Co-op.
The group then travelled to Andrew French’s Snowy River Sta-
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Dairy Assistance

tion at Corringle where a unique
range of salt tolerant vegetables
and seaweeds are produced.
Lunch at Snowy River Station
featured Mallacoota abalone and
sea urchin, beach bananas, samphire and beer.
The East Gippsland tour finished with a visit to Nicholson
River Winery and Patties Foods.
Report and photos in next
week’s edition.

Dairy farmers from across the region attended a
United Dairy Farmers forum to support each
other through the current milk pricing crisis and
work out a united way forward. Federal Member
for Gippsland Darren Chester was guest speaker
at the event, and provided details about
the Federal Government’s $579 million Dairy
Assistance Package to support the industry.
Mr Chester is pictured with dairy farmers
Raelene Hanratty and Chris Nixon, from Orbost.

Supporting small
business jobs

A map, prepared using GPS tracking during the willow controls, showing the willows identified and
treated in the recent survey of the Genoa River. (PS)

Removing young willows from
the Genoa River before they
take hold. (PS)

Combined
effort on
the Genoa

Treated sections of the Genoa River. (PS)
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Federal Member for Gippsland Darren Chester is
pictured with John Rudge from Mallacoota and
District Business and Tourism Association and
State Member for Eastern Victoria Melina Bath
discussing plans to develop Mallacoota, now and
in the future.
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A combined effort from the East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority
and a Genoa community group is tackling
willow and weed problems on the Genoa
River close to town.
Contractors for the EGCMA have carried out
willow treatment on the river in recent weeks
from Ivor Track to the township. Approximately 100, mostly young, willows were discovered and treated along the 24-kilometre
stretch of river. This stretch was last surveyed
in 2012.
EGCMA catchment planner, Melissa Birleson, said controlling the willows in the Far
East Basin will help to improve the overall
river health by helping prevent further spread.
“It helps to maintain these high value, nearnatural coastal streams, ensuring the ongoing
security of water quality and biodiversity of
these rivers,” she said.
“The treatment works also allow for the natural regeneration of native species to re-establish along the river banks.”
During the survey the team also identified
and mapped other weed species along the
stretch. The EGCMA is now funding a Genoa
community group to undertake treatment of
cape ivy, blackberry, bridal creeper and English ivy, on the river close to the township.
The works augment previous willow control
projects over the past decade on the Genoa
River. Parks Victoria also carried out works in
2014 to Ivor Track, finding mostly mature
willows.
Controlling high priority woody weeds (such
as willow) is one of the key targets in the East
Gippsland Regional Waterway Strategy and
the work is funded through the State Government’s Regional Riparian Action Plan.

Small businesses have welcomed the Federal
Government’s lower company tax rate and
increased tax deductions to generate jobs and
growth in regional areas.
Federal Member for Gippsland Darren Chester said
a post-budget MYOB survey had found more than
half of small businesses believed reducing the
company tax rate to 27.5 per cent would have a
positive impact on their own business and the wider
economy.
Mr Chester said the government was backing
hardworking small businesses.
“Small business is the backbone of the Gippsland
economy with 11,000 small businesses providing
employment and supporting our community
organisations,” Mr Chester said.
“I’ve long advocated the benefits of Putting Locals
First, encouraging locals to buy in Gippsland and
create jobs for young people in the future.
“But I also understand that governments have a role
in providing the right economic conditions for small
business owners to invest with confidence.”
Mr Chester said The Nationals as part of the
Coalition Government had a proven track record of
managing the nation’s finances and providing
stability and certainty.
New measures being introduced to support small
business include:
• Cutting the small business company tax rate to
27.5 per cent for small businesses with a turnover
less than $10 million.
• Increasing the tax discount for unincorporated
small businesses from 5 per cent to 8 per cent,
capped at $1,000, for businesses with a turnover
less than $5 million.
• Extending instant asset write-off so that small
businesses with a turnover less than $10 million
can instantly deduct each and every asset under
$20,000.
• Simplifying Business Activity Statements (BAS),
reducing reporting labels from seven to three.

