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Mallacoota locks in federal funding

Member for Gippsland, Darren Chester, arranged for community members to meet with Minister
Fiona Nash recently to discuss Federal Government’s funding commitment for the Mallacoota
Recreation Reserve.PICTURED: Back: Vern Darby, East Gippsland Shire Council chief executive
officer, Gary Gaffney, Darren Chester, Paul Preston. Front: Jenny Lloyd, Mark Rogers and Fiona
Nash reviewing site plans for the Mallacoota Recreation Reserve. (PS)

Local Landcare winners
Local Landcarers were
successful in the short video
competition at the recent
30th anniversary of Landcare celebrations held in
Lakes Entrance.
The celebration dinner was
also the culmination of the
short video competition, hosted jointly by the East Gippsland Landcare Network, Far
East Victoria Landcare and
the Snowy Interstate Landcare Committee.
Winners were awarded
in each of the six topic
categories.

Among the Orbost and district winners was Jo Trevaskis, from Wairewa Landcare,
in the ‘Farming Flair’ category.
Dawn Parker, from Far East
Victoria Landcare and Snowy
West Landcare Group, won
the ‘Innovation’ category’,
while Emma Orgill, of Snowy
West Landcare, was a runnerup in that categpry with a
story of the group’s partnership with the Snowy River
Campus School for Student
Leadership.
Celebrated television and

film producer, Fiona Eagger,
presented the prizes, providing each winner a brief
insight into what made
their entry stand out for
judges.
Almost 100 guests were
treated to a two-course dinner
featuring local produce.
Guests saw a DVD of 30
years of Landcare, which featured excerpts from the 20year video in 2006.
Links to the winning entries
are available on East Gippsland Catchment Management
Authority (EGCMA) website.

Minister for Regional Development
Fiona Nash has reaffirmed the Federal
Government’s commitment to fund
upgrades at the Mallacoota Recreation Reserve during a recent visit to
Gippsland.
Member for Gippsland, Darren
Chester, announced $250,000 during
the recent election campaign to help
build new clubrooms, toilets and other
amenities.
That commitment was reaffirmed by
Ms Nash at a meeting with Mallacoota
community representatives earlier this
month.
Mr Chester said East Gippsland Shire
Council was backing the project and
would work with the local community to
source matching funds from the State
Government.
“It’s taken five years for the local community to get to this stage and they are
keen to see works commence as soon as
possible,” Mr Chester said.
“The redevelopment will cost around
a million dollars and we are all hopeful
the State Government will provide
some funding to top up the commitments
we have from the shire and Federal
Government.
“It’s a credit to the hardworking
community volunteers, who must
be commended for many hours spent
getting the project to this stage and

demonstrating
whole
community
support.
“This is a project which benefits sporting and community clubs, local business
and the tourism industry, and will also
provide a community assembly point in
times of natural disaster.
‘It’s an important development for the
town and East Gippsland Shire Council
is working hard to make sure they get the
plans right and deliver the best possible
outcomes.”
Paul Preston, from the Mallacoota
Recreation Reserve and Hall Committee,
said Ms Nash was well aware of the project’s benefits and she was supportive of
the community’s plans for the site.
“We need funding from the State Government to be able to complete this project so we will keep working with the
shire; and we will investigate whether
there is an opportunity to separate the
development into stages so that works
can begin as soon as possible,” Mr Preston said.
“This project is much more than just a
sporting complex.
“It will support the work of a range of
community clubs, the kindergarten and
summer youth programs.
“In addition, having better facilities
will encourage people who come into
our town for sports to stay and socialise
and support our local businesses.”
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Department of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning (DELWP) staff have
been trialling the use of drones (remotely
piloted aircraft systems) in East Gippsland, including recently at Cabbage Tree
Creek, for various applications to help
them with fire and forest management activities across the region.
Gippsland assistant chief fire officer, Chris
Stephenson, said the trials investigated how
DELWP could apply this technology in innovative ways including the detection of hot
spots and fires, hazardous tree mapping and
tracking our firefighting vehicles in remote
areas.

“The trial also covered additional applications like burn severity mapping, vegetation
mapping, weed distribution and the infra-red
detection of deer in wetland vegetation,” Mr
Stephenson said.
“There are so many possibilities for the
use of drones in our land management
responsibilities and we’re excited about that
potential.”
“Our trial was part of a broader statewide
trial looking at a range of different types of
drones and sensors.”
“We hope it won’t be long before
we’ll be able to use this technology in
Gippsland.”



Drone technology being trailed
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