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LEAVE AND LIVE.


Environment the winner in partnership
A new partnership between the
local indigenous community, East
Gippsland Catchment Management
Authority (EGCMA) and the Federal Government is boosting the local
environment.
The Gunaikurnai Land and Waters
Aboriginal Corporation (GLaWAC)
has been engaged to work on a number
of natural resource management
projects.

Rock prevents the waterways from
deepening and therefore widening.
K991-8823

Crews from GLaWAC have been assisting with a Landcare planting project at Forge Creek that has included
the removal of willows from the lower
Mitchell River, controlling bone seed,
cape broom and other weeds, and
fencing off river banks to reduce stock
access.
“Both the EGCMA and GLaWAC are
to be commended on this initiative
which is already producing a number
of positive outcomes,” Member for
Gippsland, Darren Chester, said.
“The project is engaging young
members of the indigenous community, providing them with practical
environmental management skills and
creating another link to their traditional history.”
GLaWAC chief executive officer,
Barry Kenny, said the partnership had
multiple benefits for the indigenous
community.
He said the work supported
GLaWAC’s responsibility as traditional native title owners in East Gippsland
to protect lands and waters.
“Our relationship with the EGCMA is
important to us and it’s great for the
young people involved to have access
to these jobs,” Mr Kenny said.
“The on-the-job training they are receiving across a range of natural resource management skills is invaluable
and the work carried out so far emphasises our future capacity to undertake
environmental projects.
“It’s a positive for our region that
young indigenous men and women can
attain these skills while also developing knowledge that is fundamental to
their culture.”

Member for Gippsland, Darren Chester, with GLaWAC team members maintaining some of the
plantings in the Forge Creek Water Reserve. K991-8830

Fighting fires
from the sky
Local residents will
see fire fighting aircraft
in the sky during this
summer with helicopters and airplanes
stationed at Latrobe
Valley,
Heyfield,
Bairnsdale and Benambra from this week.
The aircraft will be
used by the Department
of Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI)
and the Country Fire Authority (CFA) to attack
fires in Gippsland.
DEPI Gippsland program manager fire, Anthony Costigan, said aircraft form an important
role in the first attack on
fires in Gippsland. A trial
used at Bendigo last year
to
automatically
despatch aircraft to a fire
will be extended to Benambra for this year.
“Basically on high fire
danger days, as soon as

the call goes out for
DEPI or CFA to respond
to a fire, the water-bombing aircraft will be deployed so we can hit the
fire hard and fast in the
initial stages and stop it
spreading,” Mr Costigan
said.
“Aircraft are particularly useful for fires in inaccessible and remote areas
where it could take vehicles some time to reach a
fire,” he said.
CFA Gippsland operations manager, Bryan
Russell, said during last
year’s trial, ground crews
reported that the early arrival of the aircraft and
subsequent fire bombing
was a significant contributor to stopping bushfires.
“We are looking forward to having the trial
extended to cover significant parts of the Gipps-

land region this year,” he
said.
The fire fighting aircraft
will be based across the
region and include:
* Latrobe Valley: Two
airplane bombers and a
helicopter.
* Heyfield: A helicopter
capable of despatching
airborne crew to a remote
fire and providing water
bombing capability.
* Bairnsdale: An airplane water bomber and
helicopter.
* Benambra: An airplane water bomber.
The aircraft based in
Gippsland are part of
Victoria’s fleet of 42 fire
fighting aircraft that will
be positioned across the
state this summer. In addition, Victoria has more
than 100 contracted aircraft that can be called on
as required across the
state.
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