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Paddlers pick up knowledge Taking
a stand
Learning more about estuaries
along the coast was the theme for a
recent paddling trip on Lake Tyers
organised by the East Gippsland
Catchment Management Authority.
The 31 paddlers left the boat ramp at
Lake Tyers Beach under the guidance of
staff from Gippsland Kayak Tours and
paddled to the Glass House.
After lunch, they paddled to the estuary entrance where Ken Judd (manager
water programs) explained the reasons
that estuaries close, how they open naturally and the factors that have to be
considered when an artificial opening
of the estuary entrance is being
considered.
“There are many factors which have to
be taken into account,” Mr Judd said.
“These include the water level in the
estuary, the predicted level of the tide,
the forecast weather conditions and the
width of the sand between the beach
and the estuary. These factors determine
if there is a suitable gradient across the
sand so that the entrance, once opened,
will scour sufficiently to stay open.”
Mr Judd explained that preventing a
fish death is another important
consideration.
He said that this can occur if the oxygenated upper layer of water sheds to
the sea during an opening forcing fish
into the lower layers of water with
lower levels of oxygen.
“This is why oxygen levels in the lake
are monitored during a closure and any
consideration of an artificial opening
takes this information into account,” Mr
Judd said.
The closure of estuary entrances along
the East Gippsland coast is a frequent
occurrence. Most open naturally after
heavy rainfall in the catchment and an
artificial opening is a rare occurrence.

Paddlers leave from the estuary entrance at Lake Tyers for a day on the water as part of an East
Gippsland Catchment Management Authority organised tour. (PS)

EGCMA water manager, Ken Judd, explains the Lake Tyers estuary and the opening and closing of
the entrance. (PS)

The Nationals federal MPs have
collectively pledged to do their bit to
help Australia rid itself of domestic
violence.
The party’s lower house members and
Senators came together at Parliament
House on Monday morning for White
Ribbon Day, when they took the oath
never to commit or ignore violence
against women.
Member for Gippsland, Darren
Chester, a White Ribbon Day ambassador, said all Australians had a responsibility to help end domestic violence.
“White Ribbon Day is an opportunity
for the entire nation to come together
and show we will never accept any form
of violence against women,” Mr Chester
said.
“It is well known that Gippsland
women are over-represented in domestic
violence figures.
“We can do more and we must do more
to stamp this out in our community.
“This starts by our community leaders
making it clear there is no acceptable
level of verbal, physical and psychological abuse against women.”
Mr Chester said there was support
across the political spectrum in Canberra to crackdown on domestic violence.
“Today, I also attended a White Ribbon
Day breakfast, attended by the Prime
Minister, Opposition Leader and senior
Australian Defence Force personnel,
who all reiterated our communities will
stand firm and say no to violence in our
homes and workplaces,” Mr Chester
said.
White Ribbon was also the International Day for the Elimination of Violence
Against Women.

