BAIRNSDALE ADVERTISER - 9

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2013

Rick on CMA board
Rick Robertson, a
local farmer from
Bengworden, has been
appointed to the East
Gippsland Catchment
Management Authority
board.
Rick is a local grazier
and has been involved in
Landcare for many years.
Rick attended his first
board meeting recently
and said he looked forward to contributing to
the local leadership of
the CMA and bringing
an additional farming
perspective to the board
table.
“I have enjoyed being
involved in some CMA
funded projects which
are delivered by partners
such as Trust for Nature
and Landcare over the
years and am keen to
contribute in whatever
way I can to the running
of the CMA,” he said.
CMA chief executive
officer, Graeme Dear,
said Rick’s appointment

East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority chief executive officer,
Graeme Dear, welcomes Rick Robertson to the CMA board. (PS)
is for four years and very valuable to the the authority and look
forward to working with
his experience in grazing authority.
“I would like to wel- him over the coming
management and project
partnerships will be come Rick on behalf of years,” he said.

Jessica (5) and Amy (8) Kurjan, of Nicholson, met with Santa before the big
day on Saturday, December 21, at the Eastwood IGA Christmas celebrations.
There was a good turnout of locals at the celebration day, with activities and
giveaways also held. K998-23

Ryley (7), Kaitlyn and Jasmine (4) Van Der Heyden and Gaylene Woods, of
Bairnsdale, at the IGA Christmas celebration day. K998-24

Santa and his elf visited all the eating establishments in Paynesville last Saturday evening, seen here
with Nikki and Nathan Sturgiss and daughter Izabella. K1002-5133

Even the chefs at the Boathouse had a visit from
Santa: Lee Murka, Phillip Archbold and Adam
Turnbull. K1002-5136

Verena, Noura, Maya and Bashar Barakat, on
holidays from Jakarta, Indonesia, enjoyed a meal
at the Boathouse in Paynesville. K1002-5139

Christine Thompson, of Bairnsdale, and Billy and David Petterson, of
Noorinbee. K998-25

Family violence back in spotlight
Family violence needs to continue to
have a spotlight shone on it, Member
for Gippsland Darren Chester has
claimed in the wake of new figures
from the Australian Bureau of
Statistics (ABS).
Mr Chester, an anti-violence White
Ribbon ambassador, said results from
the second national ‘Personal Safety
Survey’ released by the ABS, confirm
that one in three women have experienced physical violence and almost
one in five have experienced sexual
violence.
He said the results also showed that 25

per cent of women experienced emotional abuse by a partner compared to
14 per cent of men.
“The results of the survey confirm disturbing figures relating to domestic violence,” Mr Chester said.
“Violence against women cannot be
tolerated in any circumstances.
“Too many of our mothers, sisters
and female friends are experiencing
violence at the hands of men
they know, often in their own
homes.
“We need to remain vigilant and be
willing to take action when we suspect

that violence against women is
occurring.”
Mr Chester again called on Gippsland
men to pledge the White Ribbon
Oath to “never commit, excuse or remain silent about violence against
women”.
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister
for Women Senator Michaelia Cash
said the Federal Government remained
committed to its National Plan to Reduce Violence against Women and their
Children 2010-2022.
The plan includes a $1 million boost
in funding for the White Ribbon organ-

isation over four years.
“Our Government is committed to ensuring the safety and security of
women, their families and the community,” Ms Cash said.
“We will ensure the national plan continues to be implemented, and that its
programs are properly resourced and
implemented effectively.
“We look forward to working with the
states and territories and consulting
with communities to develop the second action plan, ensuring we continue
the fight to reduce violence against
women and their children.”

* Darren Chester

