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Comments invited on strategy
THUMBS DOWN: To the person who regularly fishes near the boat ramp at Sunset Cove,
Paynesville, and leaves fish scales littering the
bank. This beautiful and popular area should
be left clean and tidy for everyone to enjoy.

THUMBS UP: To the Bruthen Lions Club for
the great seniors’ Christmas lunch, all with just
a few members still raising thousands of dollars for the community.

THUMBS DOWN: To East Gippsland Shire
Council for its pathetic, embarrassing attempt
to celebrate Christmas. Take a look at
Rosedale – awesome! The water tower is one
of the biggest icons in town. Light it up.

THUMBS UP: To chef at a small restaurant
in Paynesville who went out of his way to provide a delicious ‘dinner menu’ for lunch on a
Monday when other venues were closed.

THUMBS DOWN: To the few East Gippslanders using their push and ride-on mowers on
Christmas morning. Surely it could have waited
just one more day. This one day of the year
should be respected for the true meaning and
let peace reign.

If submitting a Thumbs Up/Down
All items submitted for consideration for publication in Thumbs Up,
Thumbs Down, must be signed and include the address and telephone
number of the writer. (This information is not for publication but is
required under the Newspaper Act.) Items should be limited to 30
words, and writers should note that due to the numbers received, only
a selection can be published. No specific business names will be
mentioned in Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down.

Write to Tom, c/- The News

LIST YOUR LOCAL
EVENT TODAY AT
eastvicevents.com.au

East
Gippsland
Catchment Management Authority will
release
the
draft
East Gippsland Waterway
Strategy
for
public consultation in
January.
Authority chief executive officer, Graeme
Dear, said the strategy
outlines priorities and
targets to guide river,
estuary and wetland
management in East
Gippsland for the next
eight years, delivering
key elements outlined in
the Victorian Waterway
Management Strategy.
Copies of the draft
strategy will be available
on the Authority’s website, or by contacting the
authority.
Members of the community are invited to discuss the draft with authority staff at ‘open
house’ consultation sessions, which will be held
across the region, and
details will be advertised
in early January. Community members are
also invited to submit
comments by February
3 using the form available on the web site, by
email, or by submitting
comments directly to the
authority.
“East Gippsland has
the highest proportion of
streams in ‘good’ or ‘excellent’ condition in the
state. They provide
many of Victoria’s best
fishing,
swimming,
camping, boating and
scenic attractions. The

East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority is seeking comment on the draft East Gippsland
Waterway Strategy, which encompasses the Mueller River. (PS)
health of these waterways underpins many
aspects of tourism, employment and investment in the region,” Mr
Dear said.

“The purpose of the
strategy is to ensure that
the future management
of our waterways provides these important
environmental, social,

cultural and economic
benefits for the region.”
The authority welcomes comments about
this important strategy
document. All com-

ments received will be
acknowledged and considered in the preparation of the final strategy
due for completion early
in 2014.

Wellington voting has opened
The Wellington Peoples Choice Tourism
Awards voting is now
on.
With a wider range of

the first of the newest
awards, Best Function
Venue in the Food and
Beverage section.
The Attractions section features: Best Winery, Best Museum/
Gallery, Best Family Activity, Best Natural Attraction and one of our
newest Awards, Best
Wellington Event. Our
newest category asks
voters for their Best
Customer Service.

The newest awards
and categories aim to
showcase the best of
what Wellington has to
offer,
with
events
throughout the region
bringing people from all
over Australia to experience both sport and entertainment.
The Best Customer
Service Award has
been introduced as
good customer service
is important for bringing

people back to the region and towns within
Wellington, and the
Best Function Venue
can certainly make
your next function a
success.
Voting season runs to
February 17, with the
awards night Monday,
March 24.
Log on to the Tourism
Wellington website to
vote for your favourite
business.

Weather causes cypress decline
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categories, organisers
are looking to the public
to vote for their favourite
business. The awards
are designed to increase awareness and
showcase businesses
from around across the
Wellington Shire.
Categories include:
Good Access is Good
Business, Best Restaurant, Best Bistro/Pub
Grub, Best Café/Bakery, Best Takeaway and

The loss of cypress trees in
southern Victoria in recent
years can be attributed to
weather patterns that have
weakened the trees and left
them susceptible to various
pathogens.
Department of Environment and
Primary Industries (DEPI) Forest
Biosecurity Officer, David Smith
said the loss of trees had been
reported in many parts of southern Victoria over the past 18
months.
Mr Smith said in many cases,
more than a decade of below average rainfall had weakened the
trees and left them vulnerable to
disease.
“The drought was then followed
by significant waterlogging in
some areas and warm, humid
conditions, creating favourable
conditions for diseases to take
hold,” he said.
“The combination of the wet and
humid conditions and the weakened state of the trees largely explains the losses reported across
southern Victoria.”
Mr Smith said testing by DEPI

had shown a range of fungal
pathogens were largely responsible for the death of the trees, and
that in some cases trees had also
been subject to insect attack.
“Our testing has shown the
trees are affected by various
fungi which can all cause dieback
symptoms, particularly when the
trees have been stressed by environmental conditions,” he said.
“These fungi are not exotic –
some have been in Victoria for
more than 50 years. Usually if the
fungi are present, they are at levels the trees can tolerate without
obvious or severe effects.
Mr Smith said cypress canker
was the most significant of the
diseases currently affecting cypresses in Victoria.
“Cypress canker is found in
many parts of the world, but unfortunately there is no proven
cure for this disease,” he said.
“For significantly affected trees,
replacement with appropriate native trees, or tolerant cypress varieties, may be the only long-term
management option.
“However, if a tree is only mildly

infected, pruning off affected
limbs and foliage, improving soil
drainage and applying appropriate fertilisers will help to improve
the tree’s health and its ability to
resist further infection and disease development.
“There are no fungicides registered for the control of cypress
canker and the science about offlabel options is limited.
“Off-label use of fungicide protectants are only likely to be of
value on trees without obvious
signs of infection and should only
be undertaken if the user understands the risks associated with
offlabel chemical use.”
Management of cypress canker
is the responsibility of the
landowner or land manager.
“Cypress canker is not a regulated disease in Victoria and
there are no restrictions on the
movement of host plant material,”
Mr Smith said.
“However, to minimise the risk
of spreading the disease, infected material should not be moved
from the property unless it is covered or in a sealed container.”

